QUAVIDA (Fire, Vegetation And Climate Change In Australasia) Working Group
 FIRST WORKSHOP, 20-23rd February 2007
REVISED PRELIMINARY AGENDA

Day 1: Tuesday 20th February

9.00
Mark Westoby: Introduction to ARC-NZ Research Network on Vegetation Function and its working groups 
9.15
John Dodson: Climate change and human history in Australasia: an overview

9.45
Jo Brown: Palaeoclimate and Earth System Modelling: PMIP and beyond

10.15
Colin Prentice: Modelling palaeovegetation, disturbance and fire

10.45
Sandy Harrison: BIOME 6000, PAIN and ongoing data syntheses: how does QUAVIDA mesh with the international scene?

11.0 Coffee break

11.30 Round-table introductions, Part 1

All participants will have the opportunity to present themselves, their work and what they will bring to the working group. Given that there are multiple data sources and approaches, each person should have ca 10 minutes for presentation and 5-10 minutes for discussion.

13.0 Lunch break

14.00 

Round-table introductions, Part 2
15.30 Tea break
16.0    Discussion of overall QUAVIDA Aims and Strategy
In this session we will discuss specific aims, tasks and timeframes; examine possible problems and limitations, and things that need to be dealt with.
Day 2: Wednesday 21st February

Morning plenary: Status of Palaeoenvironmental Databases
Led by: Scott Mooney (charcoal), Rebecca Fraser (isotopes), Cassandra Rowe (QUAVIDA databases)
The aim of this session is to review the status of the various palaeoenvironmental compilations and determine what is still required to have “complete” data sets by the time of the next workshop. Some databases already exist or are being produced through other compilations (e.g. IGBP Fire fast track Initiative Working Group in Palaeofires). For other sources of data, we are anticipating that participants will have begun work on data compilations before the workshop (facilitated by Bristol, if necessary). The key tasks during the morning session are:

· identification of missing sites

· identification of incompatibilities between data sets

· identification of missing metadata

· identification of missing data

Afternoon: Sub-group Working Time

Subgroup 1: Participants will work together and in various combinations to transfer data to a common database and database format, to clean-up data, and to map the data sets. We will have software available to allow manipulations and mapping of data sets to facilitate these exercises. (Scott Mooney, Rebecca Fraser, Cassandra Rowe, Sandy Harrison to provide infrastructural back-up)
Subgroup 2 (Lead by Prentice and Dodson, with Brown, Grierson, Hope, Scarff, Bradstock): Preliminary discussions on species and vegetation classification schemes that should be adopted for vegetation reconstructions. The discussions will start with existing global and regional (e.g. SEAPAC) schemes, and examine what modifications would be required to incorporate e.g. fire response. These discussions will feed into the plenary session on Day 4.

Day 3: Thursday 22nd February

Morning Plenary: Standardisation and Synchronisation

Led by: John Dodson and Sandy Harrison
We may have different types of data from the same site, so it is important to ensure that we have the same information recorded for each sites in the different data sets and to correct discrepancies (e.g. in the reporting of locationand site descriptions). More importantly, to be able to compare records from different sites, we need to be confident about the comparability of the age models. This session is designed to identify problems in standardisation and synchronisation, and devise a strategy for dealing with these problems. 
Afternoon: Sub-group Working Time

Sub-group 1: to work on standardisation of metadata

Subgroup 2: to work on age modelling

Day 4: Friday 23rd February

9.00
Vegetation Reconstruction and Biomisation: Overview presentation of general methodology and deliberations of subgroup on classification schemes.

11.00
Coffee break

11.30
Combining multiple data sources. Discussion of optimal ways to combine isotope, pollen and plant macrofossil data to reconstruct vegetation. 

13.00
Lunch break
14.0 Final Planning Session.

In the final session we will revisit the specific tasks and timeframes in the light of the work accomplished during the first workshop and the discussions. We will also allocate between-workshop tasks to individual participants. Issues to be covered will include:

· additional data compilation

· work on taxa to PFT allocations

· work on definition of vegetation types for Australia

· iderivation of nput data sets for climate modelling and definition of key times for modelling exercises

We will also revisit the planned products from the working group

· strategy for publication, and potential for publication stemming from the workshop

· strategy for other products

We will also decide on:

· timing and detailes of next workshop

· “task lists” for the inter-workshop period

· webpages and communication strategy

